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ABSTRACT:

The demographic trends in western societies have increased the importance of studying the
economic and social consequences of aging. The main issues have been the labor market
effects and the sustainability of social security systems. In this paper we address a different
research topic, quantifying the sectoral impact of the evolution of consumption patterns
associated with aging. We use data from the Family Spending Survey to disaggregate the
Household column of the Portuguese Input-Output Table in different age groups, and compare
the resulting multipliers with those obtained using the aggregate data. We also use the
demographic projections of the Portuguese Statistics Institute to highlight plausible changes in
the relative importance of specific productive sectors.
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