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In this article, we show how consumption in the U.S., a core country, triggers distributions of
value-added and sulfur dioxide throughout the global economy. We track these distributions for all
commodities and services consumed in the U.S. (our macro level), then for six commodity groupings
(our meso level), and lastly for two case studies (our sector level), these being ‘Motor Vehicles’ and
‘Wearing Apparel’. We use a mixture of social network analysis and MRIO. Our findings show how
the production of commodities for U.S. consumption tends to reify inequalities in the world-system:
larger shares of value-added (in comparison to shares of pollution) are generally prompted within
the core, whereas the opposite effect tends to be experienced in the non-core. We also discuss
interesting exceptions to these general trends occurring at different levels of analysis. Finally, we
draw special attention to China, the elephant in the room that exhibits both core and peripheral
characteristics.
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